Get Some
California
Wine Style

These three wine-

expert entrepreneurs
have created great
places to shop for
wine-country style.

michael’s wine picks

1 2006 Joel Gott Dillkan Ranch
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wing that Joel Gott makes

2 2007 Brown Estate Vineyards

Polenske thinks this Zinfandel

deserves as much fame as

Napa's vaunted Cabernets
3 2006 Blackbird Vineyards

Nustration Proprietary

Red Wine (390): Polenske’s

first—and flagship—wine
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ost wine-tasting rooms aren't
particularly intimate—you're
usually just standing around a

bar;” says Michael Polenske, owner of Black-
bird Vineyards in Napa Valley. That's why he
decided to transform a 105-year-old stone
manor in Yountville into Ma(i}sonry Napa
Valley, which combines a tasting-room collec-
tive with an-art and furniture gallery. Polen-
ske, who once owned an antiques shop in San
Francisco, was inspired by famed antigues
dealer Axel Vervoordt’s castle in Belgium: *I
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high-design tasting space
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wanted a smaller version of that, a beautiful objet-filled space where people could

hang out while tasting.” At Ma(i)sonry, visitors can perch on
couches and chairs while trving wines from Blackbird and
boutique wineries like Lail Vineyards and Brown Estate
Vineyards. Everything in the building is for sale, from side
tables to artwork. Some pieces are vintage, like a Queen
Anne-style chair Polenske reupholstered in Schumacher
linen. Others are from noted contemporary designers, like
Sonoma’s Ron Mann, who made the 36-foot-long California
redwood table in the garden, and Alexandra von Fursten-
berg, who designs Pop Art-like neon Lucite consoles. Ma(i)-
sonry has already won over one notable neighbor: Superstar
chef Thomas Keller, whose French Laundry is less than 200
yards away, will cook private dinners there. —Ratha Tep

6711 Washington St., Yountville, California;
707-04-440889 or maisonry.com.



